
TO ADVANCE SCIENCE.

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

IN BROOKLYN THIS WEEK.

AS iNTERF.PTlxr; PltOGRAMMB ARRANGED LBCT-

PRES ANT) BXCTRglONS MANY PROMINENT

Scientists To un PRESENT AFfflUATKD

gO&BTODg WIIX JOIN IN MAKIN'",

THE MSETOfCI A SIC. EPS.

For th* flrst time In the history of the American

Association for th- Advancement of Seance, which

was founded In 1&0. Ita annual m-etlng will be

held this year In Brooklyn. The Association haa

not met in this vicinity pince MT, when the meeting
was In New-York. A large attendance, not only of

the members, but of others Interested in scientific

progress, is experted at the proceedings, which open

on Wednesday and ituit a week. The arrangements

for the reception and entertainment <'i tbe members
of the body have l>e«i made by a large committee
of Brooklyn citizens, bended by Mayor Schieren.

The Executive Committee in charge of the details

consists of tho Mayor, Profeoeor Oeorge W, Plymp¬
ton, secretary; Pelts Campbell, treasurer; Homy
\V. Max we-,:, chairman of the Ptoance Committee;
Professor John Mlck.eboroogh, chairman of me

Committee on Invitations and Receptions; I»r. Jo-

eeph H. Raymond, chairman of the committee on

Places of Meeting; Profeaaor Frank in W. Hooper,
chairman of '-h.- Committee on Scientific Papers;

Dr. Waiter B, Qunnloon, chairman of the Committee

on Excursions and Transportation; Herbert F. Gun-

ntson, chairman of the Committee on Press; James

Hambiet. chairman of tbe Committee on Telegraph,
Mall and Bsproao; Lr. H. H. Hartley, chairman of

the Committee on Membership, and Mrs. J. S. T.

Strar.ahan, chairman of the Ladlee' Reception Com¬

mittee.
The vlce-preslden's of the local Committee of Ar¬

rangements are these well-known men- Dr. Tru¬

man J. Raekus. president of the Pusher Institute; Dr.

David H. Cochran, president of the Polytechnic
Institute, Rear-Admiral Hancroft Gheranll. Major-
Genera, l). O. Hosrord, Dr. Cornelius X. Hoagland,
Dr. C. II. Levermore, principal of tbe Adelphi
Academy; Father Sylvester Malone, one of tbe

State Hoard of Regents; Bishop Charles K. McDon¬

nell, Dr. William H. Maxwell, Superintendent of

Pubic Instruction; Chiir'.es M l'ratt, Bernard
Peters, of "Tbe Brooklyn Times;" ex-Mayor Fred¬

erick A. Schroeder. John H. Schuman. D. Alexander
j. c. sk«ne. Bsnjamin D. Blinman; the Rev. Dr.

RicharJ S. Storr*, James S. T Btranahon, Professor

Charles E. West, and Genera? John H. Wool ward,

president of the Rrooklyn Institute. In addition,

about three hundred arell-hnowa citizens are cn the

Oeneral Committee, an-1 BOOM seventy-five more

on the Ladies' Reception Committee.
Arrangements have been made lo ho'.d the Im¬

portant pub.lc meetings in the Academy of Music,

a reception ta the Ari Oallery and Assembly Rooms

adjoining, and the sessions of the Association and

the several sections Into which lt is divided In the

halls anti lecture-rooms of the Polytechnic Institute,

in IJslngSllWI SI and the Hacker Institute. In Joraie-

mon-st. The sections have <aeh a room assigned for

its individual use. The othes of the secretary win

be on the flrst floor of the Polytechnic Institute,

¦with poetofrlce and telephone oftlce adjoining. There

will be writing, conversation and smoking r ">ms

near at hand. Th- conveniences which will be

afforded will be free to a'.', members of the Asso¬

ciation who are registered and have secured badges.
A reception will be given on Thursday evening,

after the annual address ta the Academy of Music

In the Art Gallery adjoining, with luncheon, anil

lt ls expected that lt wi;; be attended by a large

and representative body of citizens, as areli
es members. There will be excursions on

Saturday to I-Jng Rranch and up the Sound

to Cold Spring Harbor for ail the nv-rober*.
and on Thursday. August Sh, the dav after the

meeting ends, a trip wi.I be marie to West Point by
2.000 persons on the Orand Republic A trip about

The Bay to points of interest will be made on Mon¬

day, August in. ..n l»,ats of the I'nlon Ferry Com¬

pany. Other excursions that have Leen provided for,

as far as time will permit, are these-

Geological.I. Fort Lee on the Hudson, to Study
the Palisades. 2. Orange Mountains. N. J to

Bindy the basaltic columns. 3. Atlantic Highlands,
N. J., middle cretaceous marl beds, containing fos¬

sils. 4. Cold Spring Harbor, L I., cretaceous clays,
folded by glacial action. 5. Olen Cove and Bsa
Cliff. L, I., cretaceous clays and gravels; red shale

and sandstone containing cretaceous plants. 6.

Railroad cuts at Thlrty-sixth-st., South Hrooklyn.

section of terminal moraine. 7. Prince's Hay, 8. I.,
terminal moraine (southern limit of glaclen; fine

exposure showing Inclusions of cretaceous and later

material. _. Krtaotheielita, S. 1.. cretaceous clays
and kaolins, showing erosion of clays by glacier
and their Inclusion In the drift.
Mineralogical-1. Franklin Furnace and Ogdens-

burg, N. J., zinc and iron mines. 2. Tilly gloater,
N. Y., magnetite and other iron ores, chondrodite
and various serpentine minerals. 3. Montclair, N.

J., McDowell's quarr.es, zeolite minerals. 4. Staten
Island, serpentine, asbestos, talc, marmollte and
limonite, ?.. Woodbridge, X. J., clay deposits, va¬

rious sands, pyrites, lignite, etc 6. Snake Hill,
tl. J., quarries containing pectollte and the zeolite
series generally.
Botanical.1. Kong Branch, for marine algae. 2.

Cold Spring Harbor, marine algae and land plants.
3. Staten Island, marine algae and land plant*.
4. Marine algae and land plants, Several large
and private conservatories will be opened freely to

members and their friends.
Zoological-1. Cold Spting Habor. on Saturday,

August 18, to New-York State Fish Hatchery nnd

the Biological Library of tbe Hrooklyn Institute
of Arts and Sciences. 2. Carnanto Handing, marine
mollusca and crustacea. 3. Olen Island, salt water

fish. 4. A dredging excursion, elth» r In Hong
Island Sound or along the coast of .N'.-w-Jersey, ls

contemplated.
For Engineers- 1. The Hrooklyn Navy Yard. 2.

The New-York and Hrooklyn Hrldge. Other ex¬

cursions will be arrang.-d to meet tbe wishes of
engineers.Beginning to-morrow meetings of afhllated scien¬

tific societies will be held in Hrooklyn In advance
of the meeting of the American Association. The
Geological Society of America will hold its sixth
summer meeting In the Packer Institute on Mon¬
day, Tueaday and Wednesday. The Association of
Economic Entomologists will meet In the Racker
Institute on Tuesday and Wednesday. The Amer¬

ican Microscopical Society will meet in the Poly¬
technic Institute on Monday, Tuesday and Widnes-.

day. The American Chemical Society will meet
in the Polytechnic Institute on Wednesday and
Thursday. The Society for Promoting Engineer¬
ing Education will begin Its annual meeting on

Wednesday. The Society for Promotion of Agri¬
cultural Science, the Association of State Weather

Service, the American Forestry Association, the
Botanical Club and the Entomological club will
also meet this week.
The sessions of the American Association will

open with a meeting of the council at the St.

George Hotel at noon of Wednesday. It ls com¬

posed of the following eminent scientists;
Past presidents James D. Dana. New-Haven;

James Hall. Albany; H. A. Gould. Cambridge; Si¬
mon Newcomo, Washington; O. C. Marsh. New-
Haven; George P. Rarktr, Philadelphia; <;.-orge J.
Brush. New-Haven; J. W. Dawson, Montreal; C. A.
Young. Princeton; J. P. lesley. Philadelphia; H. A.
Newton. New-Haven; Edward fi. Morse, Salem; S.
P. Langley, Washington; J. W. Powell, Wa"hlng-
ton; T. C. Mendenhail. Washington: Oeorge L
Goodale. Cambridge; Albert B. Prescott, Aim Ar¬

bor; Joseph I-e Conte. Berkeley; William Hark¬
ness. Washington.
Vice-presidents of the last meeting--*'. H. 1 x-io-

little. South Bethlehem; E. L Nichols. Ithaca; El-
ward Hart, Easton; S. W. Robinson. Columbus;
Charles I) Wolcott, Washington; Henty F. Os¬

born. New-York; Charles E. Bessey. Lincoln; J.
Owen Dorsey. Tacoma Park; William H. Brewer,
New-Haven
Officers of the present meeting Daniel (1 Hrln-

ton, Media; Oeorge C. Comstock, Madison; William
A. Rogers. Waterville; T. H. Norton, Cincinnati;
Mansfield Merriman. South Bethlehem; Samuel Cal¬

vin, Iowa City; L. M t'nderwood. Oreencastle;
Franz Boas, New-Tork; Henry Farquhar. Wash¬
ington; F. W. Putnam. Cambridge; H. L Fair¬
child. Rochester; James Lewis Howe, Louisville;
Worcester W. Beman. Ann Arbor; B. W. Snow,
Madison. S. M. Babcock. Madison; John H. Kln-
ealy. St. Louis; William Libby, 'jr.. Princeton;
Charles lt. Barnes, Madison; A. V. Chamberlain,
Worcester; Manly Miles, Lansing.
The Association ls divided into nine *,<.<*.

tlons, each bearing a letter of the alphabet,
and each section has a vice-president The sections
and Vlee-presldvnfs are as follows: A. Mathematics
and Astronomy, Oeorge C. Comstock, Madison, Wis.
B..Physics, William A. Rogers, Waterville, Me
C..Chemistry. Thomas H. Norton. Cincinnati l>
Mechanical Science and Engineering. Mansfield
Merriman. South H*th!*hem, Penn E..Geology and
Geography. Samuel Calvin. Iowa City Iowa. F
Zoo.ogy. Samuel H. Scudder. Cambridge, Mass
G..Botany, Lucien M. I'nderwood. Oreencastle
Ind. H. -Anthropology. Franz Bias. New-York
I..Economic Science and Statistics, Henry Far¬
quhar, Washington
On each day of the session the Council will meet

at 9 a. m.. In the Polytechnic Institute The tirst
general session of the association will be held in
the hall of the Polytechnic Institute <)n Thursday
at 10 a m. Dr. William Harkness, of Washington'.
the retiring president, will introduce his succors ir

Dr. Daniel O. Brtnton. of Media. Penn The Mayor
will give an address of welcome, to which Pre«l-
dent Brlnton will respond. The announcements of
the sessions will be made and.the hours will be
fixed. The members will then divide into their re¬

spective sections, and eseh section will transact
Its annual business. The afternoon of Thursday
will be devoted to the addresses of the vice-presi¬
dents to their sections as follows:
At f:30 pm., in Room 33. third floor. Polytechnic

Institute. \ lce-Presldent Rogers, Section of Phys-
les. "Obscure Heat a* an Agent In Producing £x-
panalon and Contraction In Metals."
In new chapel, flrst floor, Polytechnic Institute.

Vhre-Presldent Boas, Section of Anthropology
"Human Faculty as Determined by Race."
Xn Iorgo hall, flrst floor, Polytechnic Institute,

r

vice-President Calvin. Section of Geologv and
Geography, "Some Points in Geological History
Illustrated in Northeastern Iowa."
At MB p. m.. in hall, first floor, Polytechnic in¬

stitute vTce-Presldeni Farquhar. Section of Eco¬
nomic Science ind Statistics. "A Stable Monetary
Standard." ... .

In K .om ll, thirl floor, Polytechnic Institute \ Ice-
Presldent Comstock, Section of Mathematics ana

Astronomy, "Binary Stars."
I M p rn large hull, first floor. Polytechnic In¬

stitute VIce-PresldenI rndenrood, Section of Hot-

anv. "The Evo! ttl in of the Hepntlcae."
Boom M. third floor, polytechnic Institute. Vice-

President Norton, Section ol chemistry. "The Bains
with Pira."
New chapel, flral floor. Polytechnic Institute. \ lee-

Prealdenl Merriman. Section of Mechanical Science
and Engineering, "Paradoses in th-- Resistance or

Mater: iis."
At iii.* public meetin* io th-* Academy ..' MUSIC

Thursday evening I>r. Harkness, the astronomer.
wlil deliver the annual address. The reception will

follow. Friday* August 17. Monday, August to,
Tuesday. August 21. wednesday, August 22, will he

devoted to the reading of papen before the various
sections, with public addresses in the evenings. Ibe

election of officers will lake place on Wednesday,
and the rina! evening session of tb.it day wi.I ne

held tn the Art Association Hall, when 'he meet¬
ing will adjourn, A considerable sum of money
has been subscribed bv interested persons in Brook¬
lyn to make the meeting as successful as possible,
a'nd a large attendance of Ihe 2,000 members ... t.ie

association ls expected.

TO IMPROVE THE SCHOOLS.

MAYOR SCHIEREN APPOINTS A SPECIAL
COMMITTEE.

TFIFKCTS IN THK PRESENT SYSTEM to nn

REMEDIED.PECULIAR QDAt-IfTCATIONI OB

THI MEM ¦ELECTED POR THIS DOT. THK

POAROOF EDUCATION WILL OO-OMCRAT-L

Several weeks ago Mayor Schieren announced hts

Intention of appointing a special commission to con¬

sider the welfare of the public schools of Hrooklyn.
to compare the system of education in the city with

the systems In use elsewhere, and In general to

suggest Improvements tending to Increase the ef¬

ficiency of the schools. The Idea was probably sug-

g- st. I hy the commission which did a similar work
for the .Ww-York sch.v's los) year, making an

elaborate report to the legislature, which, however,

failed to take any action regarding it. Later it waa

announced that Mr. Schieren had selected the mem-

bora of the commission, or committee, but waa

walting until assnn 1 of their acceptance before

announcing the names. Il ls understood thnt at

least one of those Invited to serve in this capacity
declined to <1<> BO Finally the nam-s of the com¬

mittee were given out on Thursday.
Ry common consent the committee ls an excellent

one. Lr. Ruckus. 1 ir. Cochran and Lr. LeVSTmora
are in charge of the three leading private educa¬
tional institutions of the city: Mr Swonstrom ls

the President of ihe Hoard of Education; Mr. Hark¬
ness has had many years' experience In the Boord,
and Messrs. Ureevey and Kelley have likewise serve 1

as members of th.- Hoard. All of these men have

ha'l larg.- acquaintance with educational matters.

and Oil of them have the welfare of the public
schools at heart, lt has frequently been remarked
that Mayor Schieren has been remarkably fortunate
¦.: ¦searing the ooivlcea in places of responsibility
of men of bualneaa training who could not afford
for the salaries paid them lo devote their attention
IO pubic duti-s. Ha has enjoyed th- same luck
in the selection of this committee. || !s no small

matter to Induce busy men like ihe principals of the

Packer, the Polytechnic and the Adelphi to give (be
time and attention necessary lo mike a 'borough
examination of the public SChOOl svs'ein anl t.

COtnpam Hrooklyn in thia respect with other cities,
To do this thoroughly wl.l consume considerable
time and rall for the outlay of a good deal of labor.
That lt will be .lotte thoroughly, the names of the
members of tbe committee constitute a sufficient

guarantee.
A rn-mber of the Boord of Education who was

seen shortly after the public announcement of the
committee said: "It I' an excellent committee, and
good cannot but result fr.-m Its inlier- I am sure

that lt will receive from th.- Boord of Education all
the assistance we can render, i ola > f--. certain
that 'h.- commit!..* will not go almut lin w.rk In a

prejudiced attitude, or with a desire to find fault
indiscriminate.y. The f irt that f .ur of Its members
have been conneced with the Boord of Edneotloa
and that one of the four is now Its president ls a

sufficient assurance of this. And of curse the htgh
character of Mers«rs. Backus, Cochran anl Lever*
mor-p assures us that they Will do their pnrt <.f the
work with the utSBOOl thoroughness, and with a

d. sir-* to Conserve what !» gool In the existing
syst.-m, and to sift oul what !t bad and objection¬
able, I rejoice exceedingly thru Mr Harhneas ls a

member of ibis committee. Tbe people -.f Brooklyn
do not appreciate h >w much they owe lo bim In
milking the schools of the .-itv what they ar>\ Ha
was s member of the Board for Bfteen yean, ai '.

during thal period he devoted Iwo 'birds of bis
time 1 think lt ls safe to say two-thirds to the

schools, leaving only one-third for his private busi¬
ness, which, nevertheless, he conducted successfully
He !s a remarkable min, and I was much surprised
at his going out of the Hoard of Bducattoa t laka
an office like the prcsid'-r.ry of the Hoard of As¬
sessors, which ls an ugly place.
"IMiring all the time he was In the Boord he gave

special au.-ntlon to the construction .if .school build¬
ings, and lt ls lue to him more than t<> uny <>ne «-lse

that the school buildings of Brooklyn are wh«t they
are Now In the matter of buildings and Behool
accommodations it ls easy enough to Uni faull Oltb
tte- Hoard of Education, but the fact ls that during
the last year of Mayor Boody*S admlni«'ration no
money was provided for new schools, sod tb.* oonoo
quence is that ors are far u-hind ihe demands an-1
needs of the cltv. We ought really to have at oncn

five new buildings lo accommodate UH children
apiece. But If the Hoard of Estimate dpes not fur¬
nish the money the Hoard vii EdocatkM caa do
nothing.
"Now I should like to say that whatever defects

exist in the achoo.* of Brooklyn are due leas to the
system than to the administration of the system
No matter how good your system ls, if lt ls in
charge of unwotthy or Incompetent persons you
..innot g't good results And with good men and
women In the Boord <.f Education lt is 'Jjilly poe-
Bible to have K'«A schools, even If the system ls not
an Heal one Everybody knows that tbe system In
Hrooklyn ls not up lo the times; lt was established
nearly half a century ago, and there ls ground for
the charge that the Hoard of Education ls too .arg-.
But no radical Improvement i» to be mud.- by
simply decreasing the Bia. of the Hoard or by ii
few chant.* of lhat sort What ls needed ls a
jjuarantt-..- that gool men will u.ways be appointed
on the Board, How can thal le* provided? I con¬
fess that 1 know of no better way than to Infm-u
the appointments to the Mayor, out if the people
elect a bad Major, what then?

..one thing ls certain: the district system ought
to be abolished, end people obou d b<* free to send
their children to an*, school in the city where there
ls room for them. In point of fact, the downtown
schools are full, and those uptown are over¬
crowded. Another thing I sh-.uld llk<- to se... brought
about ls a change in ihe district committee system
At pres.-r.' th<re ls a commute.- ,,f thro- for each
scho.,1. and this committee has the selection <>f
teachers as they are needed. Of course all teachers
have to pass examinations nn-l rc.->-ive the Super¬
intendent's certificate, but in spite of that the door
ls always ojwn for the display of favoritism, and it
la undoubtedly true that this ls exercise,! constantly.
Any school system to be successful mu-n have g,».\
teachers. That is a foundation fict, and I bop.- the
committee trill be able to belo us In this matter
"Hut ev.-n If lt devises an Ideal system of conduct¬

ing the schools there ls no assurance that lt will lie
adopted. That will depend on the Legislature, and
In New-Tork the labors of a similar committee
came to naught this y-ar on this account. In that
case I fancy that the chances recommend-l were
tOO BWeeplng mid radical. The committee seemed
to think that a roorgontootloa from top t-> bottom
was needed. Perhaps lt was. but If lt had been
content to do away with some of the defects III
work might have received legislative and executive
approval. I hope that Mayor Sohier-n's committee
will not only open the way for Improving the school
administration., but will do Its work In such a tray
that there will be som.- practical and speedy result
from it. Of course there will be considerable op¬
position from people who don't wnnt to see Mr
Schieren's administration accomplish nnythlng Th»
committee will not have ,~.| easy tasi. if lt does its
work thoroughly. I am sure it will not go about ll
In a fault-finding spirit, but wl.l endeavor io con¬
serve all 'hat ls good and lop off only those things
that are Irremediably bad. Af the same time, if it
ls wis-, n trill bear In mind the nee*salty of Intro¬
ducing reforms in Buck b way that som.- practical
results may be reached wh.-n the matter go.s before
the I^-gls.ature."

ft SUIT FOE 1)1 MA HES SETTLED.
Th.- suit of lien.jamln Franklin Warren, a civil en¬

gineer, of No. 'iii I'nlon-st., Hrooklyn. fo recover

damages from the Petinsylvanlii Hallrond Cmpanv
for personal injuries, has b.-.-n Settled BJ the pay¬
ment of $_,<ion, and an order of discontinuance hus
been filed, on Mutch il, MM, Mr. Warren Started
for Washington. I). C., mi the Congressional Lim¬
ited train. When near Washington h.- left Um car

he had sat In to go to the sinok. r As be piss. |
from one car to another the train lurched in round¬
ing a curve and h.- was thrown from his feet A
vestibule door bad be»-n carelessly left open, and be
fell from the train, receiving Injuries which pre¬
vented his attending to business for several months
In October last be began th.- suit, and the company
In Its answer set up no knowledge of the accident
An amended answer was afterward served. In whi.-h
lt was set up that the suit should have been
brought against the Pullman Palace Car Company.
Negotiations for settling the case were then opened.

THOUSANDS WASTED TN OAS.

UNOCCUPIED SPACF.S OP NEW-UTRBCHT
BRIGHTLY ILLUMINATED.

1.AMI'S THAT SPINK ONLT ON POTATO ANTI All-

BAOI PIELDI THK OPERATIONI OP THB flTR-

__EK>N rim; laws PAMED "ON THK

QUIET'.CONTRACTS MADE AND V.X-

TBNDED IS THIS "WASTK'' THAT

. AN BE PREVENTED?
In political economv there I* supposed to be some

relationship between demand nnd supply. Hut that

principle has b*en cast to the winds in the economy

..r th.- reverse practised by Bupet floor cornelius

Furgiienon in furnishing the town of New-I'trecht
With street gaslights. N'ew-t'ttecht ls now In a

transition State, In point Of fact lt ls n ward of

Hrooklyn, having become soeh on Inl! L in some

res].ts, however, li "till retains tts character

ns a town of Kings County, for lt is not yet fully
under the control of the city government For the

purposes of this narrative it trill be considered

wholly as a town, ns th- transactions to be re¬

in, nil occurred wini.- lt was still a town In

both fact and nonie.
New-Utrecht ls navers..! by various railroads,

st...un and trolley, which carry passengers to snd
in tbs direction of Coney Island. Anv one passing
over one Of -.hes.- lines at nlghl WOUld have little

doubt that be was travelling through a fairly dense¬

ly populated part of Hrooklyn On -v. rv bani | i"

lamps ar.* seen to twinkle nf COOTSe, OM naturally
reflects, where ther.- ls so much light there must

bs S large numb-r of people Long lines of glitter¬
ing lamps str.-tch away in ev-ry direction, rind

the only surprl«.- awakened by ths phenomenon ls

thnt they should be so clearly visible among tbe

houses which they presumably mu-t illuminate.
Should h. tr.iv. ov. r the same or one of the other

lines by daylight, however, be will see that as a

rule these street lamps Illuminate only waste nnd

empty space*-. Her. and then ls B bOUSO, to bs
sure, but the number of houser* ls Insignificant com¬

pare I with th.* pro liga! number of street !llTh:«.
Streets barely openej are lined on both "ides with

lamp* Literally, potato Reids, cm tv>!s nn.l cab¬
bage fields nre light.-1 up Some ,,t the lumps ar.- BO

hidden by bushes .ml trees in regions not y.-t clear. 1

up as to ba vis.bi-- only al n distance of a few fe..-.

In other cases they cast a rich glow up-'ti BO Other¬
wise desolate and unattractive sandbank A street

without lamps tn New-lTtrechl ls exceptional, on

every hand there are »1gr_ of the most rechleSB ex¬

travagance in the erection of street lights, and the

traveller cannot but r.tiect ..ti th.- boldneas of the

politicians who mu-<t be responsible for such wanton

waste of th.- people's money.
THK Fl' ROI 'Ks. IN RINO.

Of course the politic! ins ar.- bel 1 responsible, and

thous nol thoroughly familiar arith ths neighbor¬
hood may think thal here ur.* num.rou-, evtde.s
nt the unbridled extravagance of the iti....Ki\n

rlhg. Hut the Hrooklyn ring, while lt boa many
Bins to answer for, cannot be b.-i-i responsible for

the iis» of gas In the town of New t'tr.cht Ofl a

scale thal would nol h.- surpassed wer.* tin- popu¬
lation twenty times what it is a ring of smaller
dim-.natone, bal one which bas been modelled pretty
rloaely after the Mg on.- controlled by K..s« Mc¬
Laughlin f..r may years, ls r>-aii\ responsible f..i

tbs unrestrained extravagance which ba-, bet n

practised In New-tUrecht. It has all been done
under th>- forms of ii«. of course, bul the lon
waa passed and am. tried bo quietly, ai arith so

llttl*- knowledge mi th- psn "f those Interested .i<

to what was going on, lhat the thing waa -lone
before anv one except the chief actors knew what

hal taken place. The hist..rv of the Tows Boot I

of Improvements mil the Kings Comity Oas and
Illuminating Company ls an Interesting one

During th.- «>.«-ion of IM S kl passed estab¬

lishing a H ard of Improvements for 'tie toora >.f
New-I'trecht, ta consist ..f th.- Sup----
membei appointed by the Supervisor, one ..;-;¦

by tbe Ju tlces of tbe Pea .-. one t.v the Kom*aoote
of the town, an I one to] Issi n.-r- ' itigii-
Wayo Tba' looks Ilk- p fair dlvtsl n of I

ing power, nr.! would rr. ,i represent
Ure boar Bul when ll li remi inhered
appointing offl Isis wers lo all talents snd purposes
creatures of Boss ftirgueson, Hm matter assumes
a dlff-r. n* aspect
The net furtb.-r provided thnt cn the petition of a

maj ritv of th- freeholders along any highway the
it--..r! should establish and maintain s gi- district,
the contract for supplying s»- ls he let ....t. af'er

advertising, snd t. i- sworded lo lha I..*--* t.,

der Thi- bill wns submitted t" a i"»n m-eiing rn

August, n\*t, and was ircepted bj the peopb
> . w inti r :. waa emended bv striking oul th.- j r..

. T*v m requiring a p*tll I sps - et i ,- -

distrb-t was created, thus vastly tar reusing the

power of the Board of Improvements On .¦

h.-r ]'.. ISM, the Kings Count) .'...« nnd lllumli itlng
Company w .¦ -. c*i with n capital <f iii.
<.¦. uni wi'h n .barter I extend for tiffy years.

AN ELASTIC CONTRACT
The Hoar! ..f Improvements was made op of in-

per*lour Furgueson, if.tt Nostrand, Justice I -t

Cowenhoven, W, Bennet! Wardwel] and William
Keegan, the latter being PurgUSOOn's private «^rre-

tory H proceeded t-. mike p contract with the
Kings County 'ins and Illuminating Oompsnj to sup¬
ply str»-«-t limps nt fit a yeai a price far ta excess

Of the amount j ii I | is companies In ettie* like

New-Tork and Brooklyn There waa, la fact, aa

competition f..r the contract, as thora w.is no other
gas company in the Held. Another amendment of
the Ibw follow-!, und this Hms lt was provide! tba!
UM cost of lb.- gus, si..nil l.e a iiiirge upon the

whole town, nnd not upon the property Immediately
benefited. This opened the way f..r th<- erection of
street lumps on nn OnomMMIB soak, f-.r the people
became impressed with the idea thal if thev had lo

pin for ttie gas they might si well ,--. BOOM benefit
from lt themselves; lbe\ ins-. tbOUgtll thal their

property might be benefited t>> some extent and the
chances <-f selling it increased If lt was lighted in

regular city fashion. "If w«- pay for rai." they sutd.
"we want gas

"

The contract with the ya.* company waa originally
mads for ten years, bul under tbs emended act the

ten years' restriction was abolished, sod it"- >n-

tr.-.c-s already made were confirmed The plana -.f

th.- ring, who, of course, controlled tbe gas company
and were preparing to pul enormous profits Into
th.-ir pockets were thus ipper fastened, and the
plans for preying upon the people wltheul restraint
were non complete Tin- w..rk of erecting lamps
w.-nt rapldl) 00. In the budget >.f IMS the ga- appro
prlntloii was 17".0"" for _C00 tamps, whi.h resulted In
raising tte- tnx rate trom $17 ti !.. pi, p.-r 11,000. In
IM the appropriation wss raised to _X.0(_ f..r itSO
lamp'. The work of laying oul new streets In the
town and supplying them with gas llgbtl went rap
Idly on. and still further to tighten its hold upon
the n.wn the Hoard ..f Improvements extended the
contract with ttie y.,* company for fifteen vars,
so that lt will run until 1!*1T. Tills was done ni n

meeting which .1. I^-»tt Nostrand did not attend;
he afterword raid thal he should have oppooed 'be
proposition bad he b.-.n preaent
Now. lt must be remembered, m order lo appreci¬

ate the enormity <>f th<- Iniquity f»r which the
Furgueson ring was responsible i ti it. t b) the Federal
Census of iti*. the population <>f New-I'trecht was

only H.K94, and hy the Ktnte ConsUfl Of 1S92 I.US.
The town ls now .. part of Hrooklyn, but the eon
tra.t with tho Kings Count) 'Ja*, and Illuminating
Company ls still In force, mid will remalli so for
twentj one v.-ars to come, Apparently there ls no

w.i\ of gettlne rid of lt. for u contract is | COO
tract, unless the ev iden.-.. of fraud and corruption
in the awarding of it is overwhelming, lt is possi¬
ble that a suit may be brought by taxpayers in
the future to determine whether this useless burn
lng of gus ta wild and Waste placefl fur from the
.entres of civilisation and population ts not
"wast.'' In the sens,- that the law COO take hold
of it nnd restrain it. lt would i.e Interesting, al
nil events, to have nil the fn.-ts connected with
the orgnntzntlon of the gns company ntid the

operations <>f the Board of Improvements dis
closed tn coori

PUROUEEON'fl POWER BROKEN
In the mean time Ihe poorer of the Purgueaoa

ring lins boen broken There wn« a popular uprising
iigalnst it at Ihe town election last April, Jost as

there wns agains* McKonetsm in the neighboring
town of Oravesend. The citizens' candidate for su¬

pervisor was john v \'nn Pelt, a member of oas
of the oiliest families bl th.- town, and be was

elected by s small majority over th- candidate pm
up by Furgueson. Then came the annexation <>f
the town to Brooklyn, which of Itself would have
been enough to break the power Of Ihe little ring
that so long ruled it without mercy. Opinions in
N.-w rtr.-cht von on ih> question of annexation.
Hom,- ,,f the people feai thal tri.-lr tax.- will be
Increased In consequence, but ..n the whole lt *.ns
to be felt thal lt ls a go-i thing for N.w fir- lo
to become S part of Hrooklyn. nnd that lb.- values
>.f properti will be considerably Increased tri ,-.
quence. Ho, Uk-wis., th.-r.- ls a difference ..f opinion
in reference to tha operations of Purgueson in dot¬
ting the entire town with gas lamps at the expense
of the property-owners Purgueaoa bas his friends
and defenders, who insist thnt bs hus greatly in¬
creased th.- value of property by opening afreets
and supply,nK tb'-m with "modern Improvements."
tin- man who talked In this strain Insisted that
taxes tn the laira we,-,, low. bot be sh ...k hts head
sadly at the thought Of whal thev might become
under ihe city government.

TIIK VAN I'F.I.T INTKHKST.
fluperv.sor-elect Van Felt was not at home when

the writer visited New-I'trecht, but one of his
brothers wss found at the old Van Pelt manor

house, near Elghteenth-ave. and Eighty-second-st.
The latter did not feel inclined to talk much about

the street lamp extravagance, though he admitted
that there was B good deni of truth In the charge

thnt cabbage and potato fields were lighted need-

lesslv. Mr. Van Felt says that he has travelled
extensively, and that on the whole h.* thinks
th.-re ls no place in the world so good nu the one

where he was born. Th- ancient house which he

occupies ls the oldest In the town. It ls supposed
to hnve been built about ISO, nnd ls accordingly
w.llon In the tirst half of Hs third century. The

walls are of stone mid ar.- covered with a white

plaster The bricks used In the chimneys, etc..

wr- ma.'..- In Holland and ar.- supposed to have
been brought over as ballast In vessels. The front
of the manor house looks out on the ivy-clad walls

of th.- quaint "l-l lnit.-h Reformed Church which
was built In UH out of stones used In ii much
earlier structure.
At the street corner nearest the house ls h. most

Interesting landmark of the and-nt rime*. It is a

mile-post on th.- road from New-Tork to Fjrt Ham¬
ilton which w-ftH the primitive mall route from

New-Tork lo Philadelphia and the South. It s-r-in*

oil 1 thai anv "ire should set out for the South by
w i\ of Umg Is.and. but in those times the Jers-y
meadows wer practically impassable, and th- eaal
esl wav to Philadelphia wai acroas staten island.
Th- mile-post hearson one sile, in quaint lettering.
.h.. following Inscription, with nil.- drawings »f

hinds url lingi rs to show 'he direction- Indicated:
"Si4 Mil.- to N Vork Fem This Hoad To Denyss
Fern "j Md-" >n tie- other «l le aiue-ars th- fol¬
lowing: "I"1, Mlle to N. York Perry This Hoed. To
Jamaica I". Mlle "

Mr. Van Felt n..' ..nlv believes that the annexa¬
tion of New-I'trecht to Brooklyn ls a good thing,
imi he is also heartily in favor of the Oreoter New-
York pr ije tt. ,n-. 1 h-.pes to be ab'.e before long to say

thit he is a resident ..f th.- metropolis Th.* old Vin

Pell Farm has h.-en extensively cut up by the

opening ..f new struts. ..n many of which hom .-

have t.n built This r-«.on ts BOW kr...wn bb Van

Pelt Manor, a modern name having taken the place
of the oldtltn.* New-I'trecht.

ITALIANS AND FOI. ICEMFS FIGHT.

imus AOAfNflT a REVOLVED ANT) RAKOR-
.'i.t ns WOK.

Policeman William McKee, who ls attache] to

the Fifth Precinct. Wllllanumilrg. had a lively ex¬

perience wllh two Italians early yesterday morn¬

ing at South Third and llewes-sts., and had lt not

been for the Unt-Sly appearance of another Officer
hs woul I hive b'-en badly handled. The Italians

drew revolvers and knives, and for a tims there
wu a devp.-r..f.- light. The pillan* were Anally
subdued, an-1 at the Button bOUSS said they wre

Rouen ItortlnOS sn. Casper Kosst. living In

North gecond-st. Fr..m what can be loamed Mar¬

tin-\ it appears, vlslt.sl th" barroom at Hewes
anl Bouts Tblrd-ata., when the tr-mbl- began.
MaCtlneo finally left th- pla"-, and going IO hts
h..rn- secured a revolver an returned I.s.king I"'

vengeance, m.. th-n begaa to ida/- away flier-
wre several men In lbs place, and when th.-
firing ben;,m thev escaped whee everybody hud
left the place Marti!.-., tin.ting himself face to face
w'.h tic ..nicer, aim-I at him. but tb- billet miss-d
lt« mark Then McKee knocked the revolver
from bis hand with his club. Whjle tb- encounter
between the officer and Martloco was going on,
Hos«t drew a huge knife and aimed a blow at tba
officer. McKee -aw the blow aimed and lump- l to
one sid- H-fore the Italian could repeat the at¬

tack h.-. to... was disarmed Th. two men w-re ur-

ited, «ni when arraigned befon
were bell to answer.

Justi. Nen

THE BURGLAR HAS IlISHESTEP.

A BROOKLTN THIEP Al WORK in Titi: wipes'.;

li;!;, in "r ih: hal mni.y BEEN OCT
cf PRISON A MONTH

Mrs. (Se.rge Wend';:.g. wife of ttie proprietor of a

c' .-h'.t-g store ic. No !.__ Myrtle-ove., Brooklyn,
srai awakened yeaterday ni rr.inc bj a Berlet of

v range noises Mr R'endllng wenl to the windon
In the resr of the house ard mw a mr. Industrious!)
saw.ng the bars which protected the r<vtr windows
of the store. Wer liing called to hm. ask.ng him

what he was doing, but he receive 1 no answer.

u ri aros sent to 'tie . .. in e, station an! Police¬
man Pegueresy wa« sent to the house When he

at!,\.-l rte irg.nr Wis still MWlOg the btrs The

policeman walked softly up t-. lum snd tappet him

- shoulder. "He'.tol" exclaimed lbs -ith'':.

"you her.' Though! '.-".i wers vi ihe penitentiary."
urgi.-ir tun..! slow'.) around .< r. faced ihe

; .¦ .ri, il. As be did *¦¦ a look Of Uttei dlSgUSl
rep! over hi- face Weil l",l ;... hanged," he *..'.!.
.| lidn'i kt .-a I wis ... .*- s pre Inct; I thought I

i' . in 1 to think, i've only t.-- n

X' ¦-.;.].. c-.it! .n he gave bia rame a* Alt>erl
Murphy Whet, he was -. irehed BC ll. I

nmj an i a large assortment .' pawn tickets nrere
i
Murphy la known to * as a dangerous

"ero k who boa *i»erit most >.f his thirty y**rs of
Ife behli bars He '.* .« held yesterda) in the
ilutes Aveime Police Court In H.WiO bonds fir trial.

BROOKLYN NEUS NOTES.

OATRBRBO ABOUT thf. t».\vn*

While there ta an ordinance agaJnst Sun lay hall-

playtng, t: ls not rtgl.llv enforced by the police un¬

less the players ar- noisy and complaints .tr.- mads
by -,- iple »- nt- dlsturtM 1 In Isolated places tn

th- outlying aral is tt.- bail ploying la n .t Interfer I
with. No plavins is allowed os Sundays in the

Farale Ground, srhlch ls occupied f.r gomea on

all Otbet .Kins

J hn T Wes', n'rwnrl of the brig Wordburgy,
lying af Woodruff's St. res. wns drowned while try¬

ing to go on I-mr the vessel yesterday morning.
it- fi t* under the influence <.f liquor and missed hi«

footing.
John Hoyle wss dismissed ss a dogcatcher ye*,

terdav ll- was chsrg-d with stealing a dog from

pr|v»t- property and with lending hi* bilge to an¬

other man.

\ writ ..f certiorari has beeu secured for the rr-

risa by the Supreme Court of tbe acton ..f th-

Assessors tn Incresslng the valuation ..f th- .It-

n mia Savings Hank Pudding Imm tinoi^j :,

$l.V>,iO0 lt ls nll--g--d that the Assessors have tv.t

', 'olly performed their dttty in assessing p-r-'
sotial property, and thit not more than 2v per
of lt ts tax.- I
An appeal bas beta taken tn the f'.eneral Term

it tb- Supreme t'ourt from the order of Judge
Bartlett enj dntag the payment ..f about Bth\BBh to

James W. Birkett f.r extra work at lb- St John-

la: i .v.mtv Perm.
Mi« Anna Kerenstetn, sixty ye;irs old, of No. 92

Dutler-al was engaged ni a servant bv Mrs Van
Auk..ti. ff No Ml S.xth-ave, to g.. |o Hallston Spa.
She started on Friday with Edward 1 Taylor, step-
Bon «.f Mrs Van Auken. but wini- walting for a

..ir suddenly t» hui- ii. and died before the arrival

.f un ambulance surgeon. Ile,.rt trouble was the

causa of death.
Notice ims been "en* t« Andrew wis«ei, th- con¬

tra tor for removing dead animals, nlghtvoll and

offal, b) the ll-iltb Department, that be must

dredge ..ut Newtown .'r.k. where his bool bas been
moored, and dlstafeet the nights,,u until it is re¬

moved beyond ito* city limits.

Ju lg.- Bartlett ISSOSd a writ of habeas corpus

yesterday directing the production In the Supreme
Conn to morrow ..f Charles P. Keiiy, a poolsellsr at

th- noshing Jocko) <'luh tracks, who was held for
tl..- .'.rand Jury by Just!.if the Peace Conneston,
of Pinching, for selling pool* cn the raes there.

John rane, of NV Bl KoOduOkO-St., sought In¬
formation in rota yesterday .it th.- Health Depart¬
ment and the foroner'u office of the death of hts
wife. Sh.- left him a short tim.* into p.- receh l
i letter oa Fr,day saying thal bis wife bud .1 .-1 at

-.m.. hospital. She had been living at N. :...;;

Ms ivie .itv but h.- could get no Information there
There is i,n InMroOCS for $.'."«i<l on her life Ons
of Crane's friends says be saw his wife on th.-
street Friday night, fran- thinks she ls trying io

boos him.
-n--

TO PRR8BRYR I HEIR noon ROADS.

R'EENg CWNTT sti-i:itvis.>Rg OBJECT Td nah-
h.iw TIRES on iimvv WA.KINS

The dividing lin- between th.* poor and Ill-kept
highways of the eastern edge of winns County and
the fine mn.-,1.1,un und earth roads of
the western end of tju.-ens ls well known to rld.-rs
and drivers as well as to thOOS who nuke bicycle
trips toward the Interior of Long Island, but for
BOOM time the Supervisors ,.f Queens I'ounty have
felt that the farmers who come w!»h heavily laden
w.ie .ns t., th.- New-York and Brooklyn markets
bu not been doing their share toward k.-plng the
roads aa which tb.- county has spent ro much
m.tr.-v iii tba ondit on which wo.di insure the proper
maintenance ul a «tn,ill egponoe, With th- object
of compelling co-operation with the county authori¬
ties by the frrmeis. Pupervtaor william Everett, ..f
Jamaica, prepared a n-soiution which was adopted
at a meeting of the board last wo-k
The iiw, which wu go int.. eff-.-t on October l,

n. xi. provides that all ow nen* of vegetable wagon!
Which will welKh. when loaded, iM pounds ,.-
mot-, snail uv tires n.i less (han three Inches In
widtn on their wheels. Th.* penalty f..r violation
of th- law ls fixed at tl.i for th. thst offence and a
second violation is i.unishabie by Imprisonment

lt i- understood that tb- Supervisors do not es-
peet any serious dt.nrulty In enforcing tb- n-w law
us they brdtoVO that the farmers w,fl MO the rue
economy of the proposition that the Hrst expense

n SMSLft! ",de: ,lr,." *'" h' .r" 'han i el
ELkl,'.rf,'lu,:l!on of ,he ca»* °f repairs to the road

waVonV *'" *Dd Uar 0f b0l%% fl"h Bmw

COAL FOR NAVAL VESSELS.

HOW THE SUBJECT IS DISCUSSED AT THE

BROOKLYN YARD.

thi: CINCINNATI'S BKOINBB made a fine nr.c-

ORD-OtTTLINK nv thf. ericsson's VOYAOfl

OTHER NOTKS OF INTEREgT.
The cruiser Cincinnati finished the two weeks'

dod* steam trial at the Navy Yard yesterday, with

the result that everything about the machinery

and boilers worked with greater satisfaction than

waa expected. Th- engines were mn separately
and together, and the boilers were run at varied

pre -oir.-«. the Object being to give the widest range

In the tests of efficiency. There was not s single

breakdown or accident, and the data taker, will

compare more than favorably with that Of ves-

¦els bulli by private firms, it is calculated that

tn(. vessel will make in th.- neighborhood of aloe-

teen knots on her official speed trial, although

the requirements are for eighteen Knots only. Io-

morrow the vessel will take In coal preliminary
to ...lng up to Gardiner's l'.ay for target practice
and steam msnoeuvering. When this ls done the

vessel will return to th. yard to receive ber cogs-

mounts for the secondary battery, a part of the

equipment that has'neen a long time coming.

and th-n sb.- will l.e made ready for ber Official
st.-am trial.
Advices were received at the yard yesterday that

the New-York would reach the Navy Vr.rd about

tb.- "B_lddlS of next we.k." and to have every¬

thing ready to put her 'tito the drydock. Her

bottom ls to be thoroughly cleaned and painted,
th- distilling apparatus to be replaced, and oin-r

repairs nre to be mad.-. Soon ofter her arrival

th.- n.-w commander, captain Robley i>. Evana,
will relieve Captain Phillp of command. It ls

known that "Fighting Hob." as Captain Evana ls

spoken of by many, has asked that th- ship be

Mal to ''nina, but lt ls doubtful If the sugges¬

tion will I <. favored.
A statement compiled at the Navy Department

nnl sent to the navy yards shows just how much

nm., is necessary to mak.- repairs to certain ves¬

sels and get them off to sen. It lr. In substance,
ns follows. At the New-Vork Navy Yard Sm

Francisco, sixty .lays; Cincinnati, ten days; Ma¬

chins and COStlne, each thirty days, with work

hurried; New-Tork, fifteen davs. Mar- Island-

Boston, fifty 'lays; Marion, thirty days. li- iton

Navy Vard -Atlanta, fifteen .lays. Norfolk Navy
Yard Montgoiii-ry ibrok.-n cylinder), forty-two

days; Detroit, thirty days; Raleigh, Uteen days.

decretory Herbert, who ls to begin a tour ..f in¬

spection of the navy yards on the Atlante' C00OI M

Monday, ls expected at this s'atlon some tim- next

¦reek. M.- w.ll hiv., the Dolphin n* hu flagship.
nr.d wlllstart fr.m Washington to-morrow, H- aril!
iirst visit the Naval War College and Torpedo
Station st Newport, then the Portsmouth anl

Charlestown yards th.- New-London station, and

then th-- Navy Var! h-re

Although not a perilous voyage tha' the torpedo-
bool Ericsson ls making lt is nevertheless sn In¬

teresting .-ne. This "trip" ls the "Inland route,"
-. f.ir as possible, |o tbs New-York Navy Vari.

The ii"..' '...at (she is only Xth feet long, i"!. feet
boam and ll feel >;.'h of bold, or UN tons dis¬

placement) will have inland wirer from St.

I^.u.s to Southwest Fas-., one of the in uths

of tie* Mississippi; but there are more than
.¦' rn . further to go then, much of

which is unprotected from the oct m's force.
The greatest exposed distance ts along the

Florida Peninsula From Southwest Pom she can

mak- th.- interi.r water passage, going through
lir'-.ti .'han: bur. Mississippi Sounds and Grant
Pam to Mobil.- Hiv, ,i- th- least depth of water
is eight feet, From Mobile Boy to PetUseolo there
ls it. outside aster route of fifty miles, making a

total of 32T« mllea. If the weather could be de-
upon i certainty th>- Ericsson could take

iitold< passage, which is oniy ino miles long.
From Pensacola there ls i forty-two mil. stretch
through Boata Ross Bound ;.> the East Fas* of
Choctawl I'c.v.e Boy, thence to 'he West Fass of
Apalachicola Haj there :* an outside pooBOgs of
ninety miles The b ,r will pass through Apatachl-

¦li Hiv and st George's Bound, <. '. then mes
» ingest «rr.-:.-h ,,'. outside itt itnlig In the Gulf.

Fr.-m Bt. Marks to Tampa ll.tr it ls 213 rn les, thence
lo Pants Russo lld miles, and from Ponto itussi
'. K.v W.s*. Ul miles. From Key West to Cops
Canaveral ;-. t« ttl sallen but part of this trip may
be made inside th- Florida Keys and reefs. From
the Fape f. Mosquito Inlet th-re is an outside nm

of forty-one milee. thence to fernandina UM mites
ur.-re of oil's; !.¦ tumsge From F- rn ir. l.rr.i -.her-
is a long inland passage through Am.-.ui Hlv-r,
Cumberland Sonni, Cumberland Uiver, .lekv; .'reek.
Bl Sin..-n's Bound, Atti*.una BOUI a- Other witer-

w.iis ;.. Savannah Thence 112 mies ,,f tortuous
through n..now cr-.ks and winding rivers

wrii bring 'h.- 1,...i* >o charleston. Then there is
ari .th. r stretch of Inside work through lotricote
;-i- igta before -¦ -.- r--, r. Wayati itu, a r

A mi ( 1 o miles from this point in tho "pen sea

snd Iteaufort ls reached. The roots fr,.m itejufort
will he through e.r.-, PsmllCO, Cr utan and Albe¬
marle sounds thence through the Albemarle and
Chesapeake canals t.i Currituck Bound, thence

-ii the eural to V-rf .Ik. From N .rf .Ik the
« wi.l take th-- same r..ute re-, ntly taken by

the torpedo-boat Cushtag, up ttie Chesapeake Boy
a< f.ir a.s <'h. sapeake Ml, the ChlSspeskS and
I'¦ ii .var.. Canal to Delaware Bay anl into the
Delaware Kt>-r. Thence 'he r.-u-e |i through the
Delaware .uri Rarltan ''nil lota Ihe Rarltan Rlv-r
.1; '. Hirrr.it: Bay, and then Hrooklyn ls only a short
span aw 15

Th., decision of the Navy Department to establish
a cooling station Bl Kev tv.st ha- been more or
i.ss talked about by officers ..f the Navy, who rec¬
ognise that while lt will nol prove of as great ad-
'. .: .*¦. .,-. ..ne In the mid-1'aclllc w.-iill. lt wll. be
more advantageous and more cc.-nomi.-al to the
<!¦ serum.nt than to continue th.- practice of COIil-
ing .it Kingston, Cartagena or Colon. An officer,commenting upon this yesterday, said: "it is said
that the .; ivernmenl can eave from nu to '.". per cent
on coal obtained ai Key West in preference to th.*
other places For Instsnce, lu the case of th.- New¬
ark for once coaling, or putting in 1,90 tons, the
amount ssv.il on Its purchase, between Kej west
and Jamaica, would be RMS, and between Key w.-st
mid Colon, $.,4i"Hi. Recent experiences >.f the ships
«.f tb.- Navj hav demonstrated tin- necessity for
ttl- Government t.. provide coaling stan-.ns In such
pails .f the world un the vessels are likely to ft-- ]
quent, and lt bas been shown that the repealed <
it.-.it.les in Central and South America and the
West lillies make depots for COOl -ind other Slip-
P les necesaorj Ths n.-w ships of the Navy ar.* con¬
structed Io cruise entirely under si.-,nu. UO sail
powei being provided in the majority of th.- v.-ss.>\m,
and only a moderate amount In a few of the steel
cruisers And tha subject of coaling stations ap¬
plies to the Pacific ns w.-ii as the Atlantic, lt bas
I.n demonstrated that good bituminous coal can
be obtained on the American coast ..f the Pacific
an pul on board at les* than one-half th- cost of
anthracite coal. Every year's experience strength¬
ens in- argument for acquiring naval stations m
foreign waters, such ns I'.tgo-i'.igo, Samoa, or PearlHarbor, Hawaii, ur one of th.* Gallapagos [stand*
"liven twelve vars ugo, ahen Senator W. K.

Chandler was Becretory of ttie Navy, and at tho be¬
ginning of the new steel Nav>. h>- proposed tills pro-
gramme "The department rem ws its recommenda¬
tion that ..ur coaling stations at Honolulu uni the
Samoan Islands, .md at PlchlllngUO, In Uiwer .'all-
fornta, shall be Ried i>> Congress on a linn basis,
nnd thiit additional naval coaling station-, shall be
established ut som.* ..r all of the following points:
Sumana Hay, or some port In HayUl Curacoa, in the
Caribbean Sea. Santa Catharina. In Hra.ll, the
Straits of Mag..lliii). .1 I'nlon, :n Salvador, or Ama-
pHla. In Honduras; Tulb-ar Hav. lu Madagascar,
Monrovia; the Island <>f Fernando !'<>; and Fort
Hamilton, in tit- Nan Kow Islands of Coron. Simi¬
tar stations should be maintained, on- ut the best
point on th- Atlantic side of the NthmiiR of
Panama, and another at tbe islands ..f Ptamerico,
Herb o. Culebra und Uenoo, .ut th.- Pacific .ld.*, now
owned by American corporations.'"
Another ..tiber, speaking Of ths Washington and

Oregon cool srhlch tlc people Interested ar- insist¬
ing that ihe Navy Departmnet shall purchase Iii
preference t.. th- canadian coal, said: "fp to the
present th- American cool baa not proven to pomeas
th- qualities desirable for our warships stilt
further results thal are to follow by ihe us- of J
this cal to be tested on sollie of our v-ss-ls soon
may show thai ti bas Improved, lt seems to lack
ag-, and produces great volumes of smoke, hence
much of tie- heat ls lost, enders were recently
given for th.- Monterey to go to Puget Sound, the
purpose b.-lng lo give a full test to this coal, and
to demonstrate practically its value as fuel for war-

ships "

Tb.- r-p.irt of Lieutenant-Commander Cowies, na¬
val attache ..f th.- American Legation rn London.
that iw.. of th- Naval Academy graduates W. H.
Gllmor and H. ti. Smith -who had sleeted t.. bs
assistant naval constructors, had taken honors st
th.. Royal Naval College at Greenwich, ls gratify-
lng t.. Navv officers generally. Including their etona-
mates Cadet illlmor stood No. 1 and Cadet Smith
No. 3 in th- Roved Academy rlaaa, and that th.*
honors wr.- worthily won ts proved b) the fact that
their competitors were some of th- brightest young
men ..f Kngland. who bad worked hird i.» outstrip
all others lt hus t.e-ti decided by tn.- Navy De¬
portment thal Iii the future Kradimtes of the NOVO!
Academj who ar- aral abroad for a curse of In¬
struction at th- Greenwich, Glasgow >>r Parla techni¬
cal colleges shall be commissioned us assistant
naval constructors at th- end nf the six years'
period; but Where they have not undergone'their
Ansi examinations nt the regular time they will bs
subjected t.. the usual requirements on their return
bom- That ls to say, they will receive their com¬
missions two years after their original graduation.
r-aardless of the terni of the school they are at-
tending. The change ls mad- to give these young
men the increase of puy which assistant naval Con¬
structors receive above that of navnd cadet, nnd
which they need while pursuing their post-graduate
studies, as ths cadet'a shore duty pay ls Insufficient.

ABOVE THE HARLEM, *

WORK ON' BRIDGES COXXECTINO TRI
CITY WITH THE NORTHERN WARDS.

SCHOOL FA.'II.ITIKS TO uk IN- RRASED-THE NEW
Flin: DEPARTMENT ¦CTLUnea-wii^

MATTHUS OT INTKRKST.
Tho building of bridges and the construction nf

other public works on or near the Harlem Riv
has led to mu h Interferonee with ordinary traffT
along that waterway. When the '-pfiii,JS
are completed the northern words will be mo
closely hound to the rest of the city, but at pr _!
ent resident* of tr e upper district and busing
m.-n who occupy lands along the Harlem omplai-
Of delay ;yi<i inconveniences. The hannel of th*
river ls almost .- rtrored at times with logs and
ll.allng tii.c-s of wood. The river bank on the
w.-st side, above Seventh-.iv.-.. ls dUfigured br
th- work of constructing the Harlem FUy^
Speedway. Th.- temporary bridges which are ta
us.- while the large n-w bridges ar.- In c .urse ot
ConstrttCtlOB ON unsightly and inconveniently u,
cntod. An ther year <.r two must elapse hetnm
the north sida residents .-an And speedy access ts
their homes ..vcr gonvenlent anl well-bgfc
bridgea. Th* new dmwbrl lg.- built by the Xew.
V..tk and Nesr-Heven Railroad ('.mpany along
the Bronx River has been completed and is raid
to bo th., tirst fout-trn. k drawbridge ot* the turu.
tabb- stylo which has ever been bulli The bt1dg»
..ver the Harlem Uiver will be larger and mon
impressive m. appearance than the Mr.nx Riv*
structure.
Another bridge -fros* the Harlem Riv " is oom

projected, although it may not !.. bu.it :' r min*-*
yoors. It. ls prop oed by ¦ -r.i" ¦<'. the upt iwn en*

glneers thal a bridge be erected having its west,
ern terminus at the Junction of Dydunon-st and
the northern end of the Harlem River spe.-'war.
This would connect with a n.-w avenue leading
straight to Tremont, being practically t .minus-
tlon of Tr-tn .nt-.tv... Such nn avenue would also
connect the speedway with th-* North Sib- Roule-
viri iai-1 d-»wn in the recently adopted ..(_?i_i
map »f a part of th»* upp> r warda. I vivers of
fin** h rses WOUld, if these plans Wi .'rv-] out,
be thus enabled to mal;.* a circuit on fine r-ads
from Sev.-n th-a ve. over the rev Central bridge
and along the propos-d boulevard, theses west

by the new avenue an I bride-, to th- Speedway
anl th--n.e s.uth along the Speedaraj ind its ap.
preached to Beventh-ave. and Central Park.
Speculators, it is aold, have already '.ken a_.

vantage of the plans for t!;.- pr posed bOUlSVUl
through th.- upper wards t . nus- th- price of
land n-ar the lit..- of tb- av

Th- Osce.U Cub .>f th- XXIX'th Assembly
[Matriel held its outing "n Monday. Several
hundred guests, most of thom ossoctated win
Tammany Hall, took tile trip to Rotoa Point
Th.* members ..f Aur..ra Encampment and their
friends als., held th-tr excursion on Monday,
Th- n.-w- engine house in courss "f ere. 'ion by

the Fir- Department in Eaat ffnr hun find nj
thlrty-seventh-st. will be one ..f the tin^s: in
the .-ity. S- v-tvil deatructlve f!*--s in that part
of the .-ity have made th- deportment <:;\: us to
.-"mpl.-te the building s_ ¦ .;-. aa p neible. Ths
cst will h.- ab.uit BMOO. I' has a fl .vviBe ot
twenty-four (ed an-1 is about eight) .¦ deep,
and trill probably be r»a.i>- f.r nos In two or

three months.
The school trust.-os ..f th.- Twenty-fourth Ward

strongly recommend thc purchnoo ol on addi¬
tional plot ..f ground adjoining 'h.- Tremont
Orommar Behool so that the building may be
extended. The- present building is an ! one,
and is too small for tba nee ls »f the ¦¦ si lents of
Tremont. Thar suburb is growing rapt ly ami ls
n.-w m.i cheaply anl readily OCCOOOible that lt will
undoubtedly develop rap; liv within a few year*.
Tv- iddltl. nol lot "f land will give tho Tr-mcmt
S. hool s frontag- ..n Crotono Porit.
Another mass-meeting of cltlsens ' the

Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth War is is togs
h-il at 1/eft-b-r's Hall on Tuesday evening to

make further efforts i -ward securing the abai*
ment of th- unhealthy odom caused hy the dunn
ing ot garbage .>n Hiker's Island, .limes L
Wells, ex-Judge Hall and their associates sn

Still earnest in tile matter, and tile c BrSB of
th.* city auth.riti.-s in neglecting to abate tht
nuisance is strongly criticised by memh-rs*.
Tammany Hall as w-11 as by other citizens.
Th- anniversary celebration ..f the k. b. ho*

p.-r Republican League trill tak-* pince t.->-m rms

night nt the dub-moms in Willls-ave. The offl.
ears snd committees >>f the club have f..*.^n at
w uk i tt ¦ -wtni w.-.-ks preparing for th- merits**,
Th- Union Republican Oul. of th.* XXIXth As-
s.-mbly District hell an Informal entertainment
nt the r...>ms of the club. No it. ruo Thlrd-ave., ott

Thursday evening.
Th- secret marriage .*f George Bhalde, the ton

of a well-known resident of Bedf. rd Park, caused
much comment among the friends of the young
man when tbe foci became known last wee*.

lt is said that the family Snotty forgave the
young man for marrying without the knowl¬
edge ,-,f his father. Miss Mary Vlertln. of One-
hundred-ond-forty-nlnth-st. and Robblns-ova*
was married on Monday to Jami ¦ Te. ring al st
Mary's church, lt. One-hundred-snd-fiftleth-at
Commtaetouer Haffen will open on Thursday

bids for regulating an.', repaving with gnalta
ticks tba carriageway of Thlrd-ave., between
One-hundred-and-sixty-nlnth-st. and '-he ward
litre, and f r r- gul 'ting, grading and pa-. i"g parts
..f One-hundred-ond-thlrty-flfth-st. and BAMhtMn
ll\e.

Th<* summernlght's festival ' the Orman-
Atn.-ri.-.ui Turn V.-r. in will be held Ml Monday
afternoon and evening tl Urbach's Park. A

festival for the benefit of th fund of tbe new

..hurch of our i.a iv of Mer j trill he held on

Thursday afternoon and evi nlng at the home of
Mrs. Clinton. In Tlebout-ave.

DELIGHTED XTITU THE FtRBWOUM.
.KOWDB VtBtT PAlX*g PIKB EXHIBITION At

M WIIATTAX BEACH
The drawing power of the open-air theatre at

Manhattan Beach bas been shown during the last

week in a manner which has afford. much gr_t.-
ftcition to the energetic managers of the exhibi¬

tion. The week has been marhed by B number of

excursions from out of town, and the opacity of

the big auditorium bas been taned to the utmost.

This In itself has been a son-- ot* pleasure, but

the chief satisfaction of the management hl*' N"'n

derive,! from tbe enstant hearing of eapreaotous
of delight and surprise at the splendor at: 1 com¬

pleteness ot thc show.
The Using poem "Lalla Rookh" ls a seens ot

grace and beauty which lt would be dittv'ilt to

equal, ths stately procession, the singing, dancing

and acrobatic feats, and tbe quarrel, Bight sa I bat¬
tle which mark the end of the city, all appealing
to th.* love of the poetic and picturesque Aga
when, after the wreck of the cit) ts complete, "«

first nish upward of tte' gorgeous and g.Kt. mg
rockets murks the beginning of th.- rtreWOrtW _»

play, the crowd settles back In th-- scats ana

watches one of the guest exhibitions of the nina

ever given In or near the great metropolis. The

gr.-.it s.-t pl..,-.- representing the combat between

the japanese and Chinese wat vessels -nil re¬

ma.ns the central picture of Ihe series, and SB"

variably wins u larg,- share of applause valen,

however, is not stinted al any portion of tbs pro¬
gramme. -

Thursday and Saturday evenings are the^ great

popular nights, bul anv evening except BUBOSy
and Monday moy be profitably and agreeaoiy
spent at the delightful ent. rt Unment provided oy
the Pains ut Manhattan Bench.

ILLICIT DISTILLERS CAPTURER*

Tullin OHfFIT.WHICH was .-aruko.i.y cr U*D«_k

COKrtBCATKD IND DRBTItOYgB.
A rall WOg made by the Internal Revenue Col¬

lector yesterday on an Illicit still at MOS, 3J» and 10

DuOghlJ Ot Hrooklyn. Iniormatton was secured
several days ag-o In regurd to the character of the

place an.l lt was watched until sufficient evidence
v. as secured. Deputy COWoetOTS Rome, Wells,

Fischer, oppenheimer snd Dick went to the place
at M a ax yesterday, ta company with s ansmt ot

police. Tb.- building was guarded aa every 1*1*
lt extend.- from DOUghty-Ot ta Vine-st. All 'h*

entrances to ths bntldlng, a dilapidated .structure.
were barred and could mt 1.p.-n-d Dop«W 0*
le. tor Heine made his wav to the roof and Sf»0B
the scuttle. He saw that illicit dtstllllaa ans goma

..ti an.l ordered bis associates to break doWO tm

doors. They did so and discovered a COI*er BUB

with a capacity of IM gallons m dav in atettnmm
an unused still with a capacity of M JP******"
Luoi gallons pf mash, two barrels of **V***Ti
thirty gallons of Whiskey, and other gristles, mt

Of Which were eontlsclted Two in.-ll Were fOUSe

on the second door one gave the name of JU1"!

McCabe, <.f N<> 31 Qarnet-st.. and the other mm
he wan I'eter Smith, who h.t.I 00 heine, tioin unr¬
uled knowing anything about the business 'lone w

the place and said that they had gone ,1ner'l,J
sleep. Thev denied having anything to '.<>;''"
the manufacture of spirits In the place, weemmum
has been secured that meals were sent imo w

building and that the men had not left XS mwj
week. Thev were held by Inlted Ststes ComBM*-
aloner Bellows for examination. Ths conns_»_»

property wus destroyed


